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eeing things differently
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Alternative guided tours show another side of
the capital, offering insights that even surprise

and delightlocal residents. Agnes Solyom

strays off the standard tourist track.

udapest

eyond Sightseeing

With their affectionate tours of

the Hungarian capital’s notori-
ously gritty District VIII, Budapest
Beyond Sightseeing hasbecome

- thebest-known alternative tour-

guide companyinthe city. The
groupwas foundedin 2007 by a
young group of social workersand
othersinterestedin celebrating the
hidden beauty of District VIII while
seeking to oppose stereotypes.
Budapest Beyond Sightseeing

takestheir ‘corporate social
responsibility’ seriously, and they
have won EU and local recognition
fortheir organised clean-upsand
workshopsfostering better appre-
ciation ofthe city. Perhapsthe mos
important ‘social work’ they dois
bringing people together through
their tours, which allowvisitorsan
opportunity to meetlocal people
and getacquainted with their every-
day lifestyles.

These tours are providedin
English, butalsoin Hungarian, as

many Budapest natives canlearn
fromthemtoo. The guidesare well
educated —-from graduate students
to PhDs-and all showareallove for
their subject.

While they do other worthwhile
tours around the city, Budapest
Beyond Sightseeing hasaheavy
focus on District VIII, which has
historically been,and remains,
one ofthe poorestinner-city neigh-
bourhoods. These tours show
hidden historical and architectural
treasures ofthe neighbourhood
nicknamed ‘Nyocker’, butthey also
pay attention to the people who
live there now. Two oftheir tours
embody this philosophy:

‘Socio-Cultural Walking Tour’

Thisisalook atthe Roma culture of
District VIIIand adisadvantaged

Sl Lot TR T R

neighbourhood that contrasts
strongly with the more upscale
‘Palace Quarter’ nearby. The
three-hour tourincludesavisitto
the home ofalocal Roma family
involved in the music business, as
well as other sights and experiences
designed to counter anti-Roma
stereotypesthatare unfortunately
socommonin Hungary. Ft15,000

forone; groups Fit4,000-Ft7,500 per
person, depending on group size.

‘Juice of the Eighth District’
Forgoingthe better-known Jewish
Quarterin District VII, this alterna-
tive Jewish Budapesttourfocuses
on District VIII. Run with the coop-
eration of Balint Haz, the Jewish
Community Centre, this tour visits
hidden synagogues and other signs
of an existence thatremained under
theradarintheface ofoppression
thatgoesback centuries. While

the Jewish population here was
decimated during the Holocaust,

"~ thistour shows aresilient commu-
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nity—anditincludesavisitto aliv-
ing room-synagogue thatisstillin
operation. Ft15,000 for one; groups
Ft7,5600-Ft5,000 per person, depend-
Ing on group size.

Join orarrange tours by appointment:
06203325489 mobile/www.beyon-

dbudapest.hu/beyondbudapest@
gmail.com.

Meeting odd requests
Photos on this page
~from Underguide

%

imagine Budapest
Started byagroup ofart, arthistory
and architecture students, this
relatively new company offersa
variety of thematic toursthat seek
toprovide an alternative view of the
city and its many surprises.
Imagine Budapest’stours use

physical sights as the backdrop for

the story ofthe capital —the guide
fillsin the details with history, real
people and urban legends. Each
tour weaves art historyinto the sto-
ry ofthe city, and eachisresearched
extensively, with the goal of bring-
ing Budapestalive.

Tours are available in English,
German and
Hungarian. Because
thetoursleaveonareg-
ularbasis, it’seasy and
relativelyinexpensive
tojoinagroup. Some
tours are seasonal, so
do check before show-
ing up atthe meeting
point. Interesting offer-
ingsinclude:

‘SecretGardens and
Squares Downtown’
One ofthe most popular
tourstakesvisitorsthrough the
inner courtyardsinthe centre of
the city. Discover hidden jungles
behind 100-year-old gates and
entrances:fairytale gardens
become visible as you enter residen-
tial buildings and private gardens
thatare normally notopento the
public. Take athree-hourjourney
through these gardens under

the guidance ofa professional
landscape architect. Wednesdays
10.30am. Meet nextto the statue on

V. Kammermayer Karoly tér. M2
Astoria. Ft6,000.

‘Budapest - the City of Waters’
Atwo-hourwalk coversthe bathing
culture ofthe Turkish bathhouses
aswell asthe city’s watery heart,
theriver Danube. Learn about
legends connected tothe Danube,
fish markets of the medieval town
and turn-of-the-century drinking
cures. Thereisalsoan opportu-
nity to make comparative water
tastings and to sample thermal
water. Fridays 10.30am. Meet atthe
ornamental well on XI. Gellért ter.
Tram 18, 19, 47,49. Ft5,000.

Budapest’s Records

- the City of Superiatives’

The tallest, the thinnest, the old-
est,the bestand the worst: learn
about Budapest by looking atits
extremes. You'll discover lesser-
known sights such asthe oldest

graffitiand the narrowest housein
the capital. Major sights on the tour
include the city’s oldest church,
Europe’slargest synagogue on
Dohany utcaand Budapest’s old-
estbridge, the Lanchid. Tue, Sat
10.30am. Meet at V. Széchenyi ter.
Tram 2. Ft5,000.

‘The Secret Language
of the Decorations of
Budapest Buildings’
Anyone who enjoys
looking up atthe
facades of central Pest
may beinterested to
learnthe messages
behind the cherubs,
atlases, caryatidsand
ornate carvings. They
canreveal information
aboutthe building’s
original owner, the
owner’s profession and even the
world views atthe time of construc-
tion. Admire statues and whimsical
decor overhead while you gain

the tools needed to decipherthe
secrets oftheseragged old building
fronts on atwo-hour tour. Check for
times. Meet in front ofthe Museum
of Applied Arts (Iparmitvészetr
Muzeum) IX. Ullot ut 33-37. M3
Corvin-negyed. Ft5,000.

Reserve online or by telephone: 06
709426123,06 30429 1165 both
mobiles/imaginebudapest.hu/info@
imaginebp.hu.

R
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Two creative women who

describe this city astheir perpet-
ual playground created Budapest
Underguide sevenyearsago with
the goal of giving alocal view ofthe
city, the kind youmight getifyou
were visiting afriend.

Their 20-plus staff of guides, who
canlead toursin more than ten lan-
guages, seekto developarapport
with their charges, and visitors are
made to feel at home shortly after
arriving.

Budapest Underguide prides
itself on meeting odd requests and
customising tours thatintelligently
incorporate ‘must-see’ sightsinto
itineraries thatare also tailored to
the client’s wishes. Their standard
packagesinclude several tours
aimed atlocalsand long-term
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Paying a call A local
home in a Budapest
Beyond Sightseeing tour

residents, who can uncover a host of
surprisesinthe city theycall home.
They alsorun discovery games.
Other tours cover such popular
themesas gastronomy, design and
responsible travel. And Budapest
Underguide also arranges nightlife
tours and special seasonal tours.
Some of their more interesting off-
beattoursinclude:
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‘GolL.ocal Day!’

Thisisanon-touristy, walkingtour  one; €49 per person for four or more.

that Budapest Underguide person-  XII. Varfok utca 12 (06 30 908 1597

alisestofit guests’ own interests, ‘mobile/underguide.com/budapest@

whetherthatbe antiques, partylife, wunderguide.com

Jewish heritage, local wines or mos | - L . e

any otheraspectofthecity. Major ~ UnigueBudapest . . oS eesing: b o o

| sightsare usually included in the UniqueBudapest offers thematic | | o -
four-hour trip, buttherealbenefitof walkingtoursthateithertake visi-
thistouristhechancetoseelesser- torstoplacesoffthe beatentrackor

'

known aspects ofthe city. Interact  provide thelesser-known stories sends participants toimportant

| with localsandlearntheurban of well-known places. Their goal locationsinatreasure huntofthe
legendsthat are part of Budapest. isto go beneath the surface ofthe city that’s designed asateam-

| Book in advance. €79 foronetofour  capital,and even Hungarians or building exercise. Toursare run

| persons, each additional person €19. long-timeresidentscanbe sur- onrequestwith aminimum oftwo

prised when a UniqueBudapesttour persons,withlarger groupsbeing o _

‘Budapest Delicatessen’ reveals how little they know about cheaper per person, and they can 1% NG IR
Thisfour-hour gastro-tour com- their surroundings. bearrangedin English, German,
bines sightseeing with the classical Thetoursare meanttobe more French, Russian, Spanish, Italian,
flavours of Hungary. You’llnot like strollswithalocalperson,who  Portugueseand Romanian. Anyone
onlylookatthe Great MarketHall, @ addscontexttothe scenerywith interestedinatourcanregistervia ‘Deluxe tour’
you’'ll also getto sampleits ‘winter the help of pictures and stories. email or phone. Allentrancetickets Thisstylish tourtakes window-
salami’, deep-fried ldngos and UniqueBudapest guides strive to areincludedinthe price. Many of shopping toanew level. See the
stuffed cabbage. Laterthere’savisit findthe balance between giving their toursfocus on more main- city’s grandest department store,
toa‘ruinbar’inthe Jewish Quarter informationandentertaining. stream sights, like downtown Pest,  builtacenturyago and recently
tosample palinka; avisitto abutch- Alongwith 13walking tours, the Jewish Quarter, Budapest’sown restored,aswellasother mag-
ersfor sausage or offal; and dessert = UniqueBudapestalso offersan ArtNouveau style and the city by nificent old shops-then meetthe
atone ofthe excellentlocal cake interactive sightseeing game, night. But UniqueBudapestalsohas forces offashion today. Thisthree-
shops. Book in advance. €119 for called the Budapest Code, which some quirky tours, including: and-a-half-hourjourney getsyou

52 Time Out Budapest March 2



into the showrooms of the young
Hungarian designerswho are
creating contemporary clothing,
hats and shoes. You’llalso meet the
‘Hungarian Nose’, the world famous
perfume makerin his own shop.
Book in advance. Ft4,500-Ft8,000

perperson, depending on group size.

Kodaly Method? Unique
Budapestvisits the Franz
Liszt Academy

‘Kavak tour’

From April, UniqueBudapestrunsa
tour ofthe sightsalongthe Danube
asseen fromaseakayak. Expert
guidesmake sure thatyou're safe
and dry—and guide you past his-
toricriverside buildings, bridges
andislands over the course offour
hours. Book in advance. Ft14,000-
Ft16,000 per person, depending on
group size.

‘Liszt tour’

Setupfor Franz Liszt’'s 200th
birthdayin 2011, thisthree-and-a-
half-hourwalklooksatthe markthe
composer left on the city—and the
parts ofthe city that touched him.
Book in advance Ft4,500-Ft8,000,
depending on group size. 9am-5pm.
(06203800313/06 30568 6662
mobiles/www.uniquebudapest.com,).
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‘Anotherview
Unigue Budapest

When you just want a basic tour
to seethe mainsights, these
companies can getthe job done.

Bikebase

This friendly shop, a hub for rentals,
repairs and sales of bicycles, isour
favourite choice fortwo-wheeled
tours. Order a customised trip

24 hoursinadvance orfind out
when their next group trip is going.
Previousitineraries have included
sojourns to Szentendre ora visitto
the Ferencvaros stadium by football
enthusiasts - Bikebase can research
anytype of touryou like. Riders can
also choose from arange of bicycle
modelsto match the nature of their
trip. With sufficientwarning, guides
caninvestigate specialistsubject
areas and incorporate theminto
the tour. They openfor business on
March 15.

VI. Podmaniczky utca 19 (269
5983/06 70 625 8501 mobile/www.
bikebase.hu). Tram 4, 6/trolley 72,
73. Prices & times varyaccording
to tour. Minimum 24 hours advance
booking required.

Hop On Hop Off

This package is like getting yourown
private transitsystem, with a guide
thrown in, fortwo days. The Hop

On Hop Offtour company operates
two buslines - onethatstops every
half hourand onethatstopsevery
hour - aswellasaboatlinethat
stops every hour. Between 10am
and 6pm during high season, the bus
lines roll past major sights, which
are described by a guide in English
and 15 otherlanguages. Stayon
the bus forthe full tour or jump off

wheneveryou like and get back on
later. The same goesforthe boat,
which pootles between Vigadd tér
and Margaret Bridge - clamber
aboard any of the hourly boatrides
whenyou like. The company goesto
atotal of 21 bus stops andthree boat
stops. Bus stopsinclude the Castle
District, Heroes’' Square and other
standard sights. Onefee letsyou use
the transit fortwo days. VI. Andrassy
ut 2 (374 7050/www.hoponhopoff.
hu). M1 Bajesy-Zsilinszky ut. Daily
8.30am-6pm. Hours mayvaryin
earlyspring. Fee Ft4,500 per person.

Personal Guides

Have your own guide lead you or your
group through the major sights of the
city, ortake you on one of many basic
tours: Jewish Budapest, Budapest
by night, etc. You'll be driven around
inan air-conditioned car. Parent
company Multigo also arranges large
toursthatanyone canjoin.

Il. Frankel Le6 ut51-53 (323 0791/
www.budapest-tour.hu). Tram 17.
Mon-Fri9am-6pm. Fee €42 per
person for four; €129 for one person.

River Ride

Continental Europe’s first
amphibioustouring coach, the River
Ride bus takes you past majorsights
inthe centre of town via roadway, and
then dramatically plungesintothe
Danubetotake in more watery ones.
It's a bit gimmicky, but can be fun.

V. Akadémia utca 1 (332 2555/www.
riverride.hu). During March buses
departfrom V. Széchenyitér (tram

2)at 11am, Ipmand 3pm;theyare
more frequentin April. Fee Ft7,500
adults; Ft5,000 children 6-14s.
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